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New Clients

We wanted to take the time to welcome the following new patients to our practice:
“Mylee” Fortune

“Maggie” Ost


“Noel” & “Sprocket” Owens

“Rocky” Gates

“Zoey” Huey


“Max” Adams

“Mojo” Seiden

“Oreo” Cooper

“Daisy” & “Dooley” Foster
“Buddy” Jones

“Damu” Carnecer

“Bear” & “Niko” Hines

“Booda” Campbell

“Jack” Wiemer

“Anna” Armstrong
“Lohla” Young

“Bubu” Papa


“Jessie” Mallam

“Ping Pong”, “Lucky”, & “Hutton” Myers


“Max” Abdelmalik
“Lucy” Fricks
Thanksgiving Tummy Trouble    
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Although it seems like a great treat to share your Thanksgiving dinner scraps with your pet, too much of a good thing can be costly to your pet’s health.  Indulgence in high fat foods can cause a serious condition called pancreatitis that can land your pet in the hospital for days. If pancreatitis becomes severe enough or is left untreated, it can lead to severe dehydration and possible death.

The pancreas sits next to the stomach and the first part of the small intestine (the duodenum).  It makes digestive enzymes and stores them in protective granules.  A duct connects the pancreas to the duodenum of the small intestine. Once these enzymes come in contact with cells in the duodenum, they become activated and start working to break down the food around them. 

If the granules are disrupted before they leave the pancreas, the enzymes spill out into the pancreatic tissue, start to eat away/digest their surroundings. This results in severe, painful inflammation within the pancreas itself.
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A high fat meal or dietary indiscretion can predispose an animal to pancreatitis and can certainly make an inflamed pancreas worse. Both dogs and cats can develop acute pancreatitis, although in cats pancreatitis is often seen as a chronic, underlying condition.

Animals with acute pancreatitis typically show signs such as; vomiting, anorexia, lethargy/depression; and abdominal pain (hunching over, crying).  Chronic disease often manifests as weight loss and potentially diabetes. 

Pancreatitis can be diagnosed with a simple blood test and/or an ultrasound.  At Plantation Animal Hospital, we can perform both of these tests in house. This allows us find the diagnosis quickly and rapidly so that your pet can be treated as soon as possible. 
[image: image8.png]


The best way to keep your pet safe over Thanksgiving is to keep all new people foods away from him/her—especially if they contain a lot of cream, butter, and other sources of fat. As always, if your pet gets a hold of something they shouldn’t and begins vomiting, please bring them in immediately.  Early diagnosis and intervention can make a big difference in helping a sick dog or cat get well!  

And remember, take your Thanksgiving Day garbage out and store far away from your pets!

Our Begging Buddies…

It’s hard to resist a pair of puppy dog eyes begging at you from underneath the table, but here are some tips to prevent your pooch from pleading:

1.) Don’t feed your pet off your plate, ever. Also, be careful about food falling from your plate to your pet.  The food you are eating is one of the greatest rewards a pet can have, so even one taste can result in extreme motivation to beg for more.

2.) Don’t encourage your pet to come near you while food is present. Anytime you are eating, make sure you avoid petting, holding or talking to your pet.  Even when you’re sitting on the couch munching, your pet should not be snuggled close by.
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Give your pet something special (like a bone, a toy, etc.) on their bed or in their crate to eat while you eat.

4.) If your pet is a relentless beggar, place him/her in a crate or isolate away from the table via a baby gate.

5.) Always remember, behavior that is rewarded is repeated. A reward isn’t just a bite of a food. For dogs touching, talking, petting and even eye contact from you are all considered rewards. 
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Pictures with Santa!
Have your pet’s picture taken 
with Santa.

at Plantation Animal Hospital 

Saturday, December 3rd
From 8a.m. – 12 p.m.
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Please remember to give monthly
Heartworm prevention.
Plantation Animal Hospital

7165 Highway 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

www.plantationanimalhospital.net
904-284-0087
Take a Bite out of Dog Obesity-iPhone App Released to Improve Dog Nutrition








   October 26, 2011
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Jacksonville, FL-Veterinarian Sheri Cone announced today the release of a new iPhone application created just for dog owners.  “Doggie Dietician” does something not available on any website, book or computer program – it tells dog owners in a simple, easy to use format if they are over or underfeeding their pet and makes specific recommendations for improving their dog’s diet.  

In 15 years of private practice, Dr. Sheri Cone has seen the pet population become as overweight as the human population and suffer the same diseases associated with human obesity (arthritis, diabetes, etc.).  Routinely, during office visits Dr. Cone speaks to clients about what their pets eat and has discovered many pet owners have no idea how much to feed their pets!
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Doggie Dietician allows dog owners to answer these and other questions regarding their dogs’ nutrition:  If my dog is over/underweight, pregnant or a puppy, how do I know how much to feed when there are no calorie counts on dog food packaging?  I love to give my dog treats but do they have many calories?  Am I feeding my dog too much?  How do I know how much dry, canned food and treats should I feed?  What foods should I avoid that could make my dog sick?

“Cross-sectional data suggest one in three dogs seen by U.S. veterinarians is overweight.”1
The FDA, which regulates the pet food industry, does not require calorie information to be posted on the packages of pet food or pet treats.  Locating this information can be extremely difficult.  After spending hours researching this information for her clients, Dr. Cone decided to make this information available to all dog owners though the Doggie Dietician app.  

Doggie Dietician offers:

· An automatically updated database of hundreds of dog breeds and their ideal weight

· An automatically updated database of hundreds of dog foods, treats and common “people” food fed with their caloric content

· Client input of the animals’ activity level, age and pregnancy status

· Calculation of correct caloric need 

· Specific recommendations how to correct the diet

· A list of toxic foods to avoid

· Memory of your animals’ last diet’

· Ability to track up to 100 animals

· Thoughtful, easy to follow design

In addition, Doggie Dietician allows dog owners to adjust diets for their animals’ weight and then track their animals’ eating habits and weight changes, improving health and longevity.  The app also provides a feedback page so that if an item is not in the program or a breed is missing, the program will be updated with the information.  

There are benefits for veterinarians as well.  Doggie Dietician will help them save time and better educate their clients on animal nutrition.  The program can easily be run by veterinarians’ support staff or clients can run the program at home on their own.

Dr. Cone is a 1996 graduate of the University of Florida, College of Veterinary Medicine.  She also holds a Masters degree in Veterinary Medicine, specializing in nutrition.  She plans to expand the Pet Dietician line to include Android phones and web browsers.  The android version will be available in January 2012.  A Kitty Dietician product is planned as well.

Pricing & Availability

Doggie Dietician is available for purchase for $0.99 on the iPhone App Store at:

http://itunes.com/apps/DoggieDietician
Contact information:

Dr. Sheri Cone, DVM (904)477-0077

Email:  Dogfood41@comcast.net

1Byers, Wilson, et.al., “Obesity in dogs, Part 1:  Exploring the causes and consequences of canine obesity,” Veterinary Medicine 2011; 106: 184-190.
