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New Clients

We wanted to take the time to welcome the following new clients and their pets to our practice:

“Riley” Clark

“Luna” Sherr

“Major Chester” Badyna
“Mila” Burton

“Roxy” Luke 

“Lolly”, “Eva”, & “Chrissy” Chancellor



“Finn” Lamb

“Bowie” Norton
“Sassy” & “Steven” Martens 

“Buddy” Reed

“Abby” Laurent
“Ginger” Stembridge
“Pyro” Menendez
“Reno” Moore

“Quigley” & “Skittles” Weiland
“Tripper” Brayman
“Jack” Guidry

“Darwin” & “Ava” Biemiller
“Zoey” Lanier

“Nala” Churchill
“Chocolate” Howell

“River” Calloway
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Every Wednesday starting January 4th, your dog can get a bath, 

toe nail trim, anal glands expressed, ears cleaned, 

and a festive bandana all for the low price of $22
[Pet must be current on vaccines.]

Call and schedule your appointment today!

**If Wednesdays are not convenient for you, we can do baths Monday – Friday 

at our regular price.
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[image: image12.wmf]Since a lot of problems cannot always be detected by a physical exam alone, we recommend monitoring blood work in older patients.  Senior blood work not only helps us find underlying disease, but also helps us obtain a baseline of what values are typical for your pet. 

$15 off Senior Blood Work in January! 

 More pets = more savings:  $40 off two pets!
**Senior Blood work done in January can be used as pre-anesthetic blood work 

for the dental in February.  Ask for more details.**
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$20 off dentals done in the month of February.  
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More pets = more savings:  $50 off two pets!

What to Expect When You’re Expecting… A New Pet.

For many of us, the holiday season brings gifts in packages of all sizes. But some are lucky enough to have the gift of a new furry friend. The first few weeks of owning a new pet can be full of excitement, but it also can be a vulnerable time for your new companion. Below are some suggestions for what to do with your new cat or dog to make the move into your home as easy as possible.
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Puppy love- how to keep the spark lasting a lifetime…

Regardless of whether your new companion came from a shelter, a breeder, or even just another home, this is a period of change and stress for your dog. It is important to follow these guidelines to create a safe, healthy environment and thus an easier transition for your dog.

· Keep life simple at first.  Dogs love to play, explore and have fun, but the first few weeks should be relatively calm and stable as you help your new friend adjust. This means new people, pets, and experiences should be introduced slowly so they don’t arouse confusion and fear. For example, once your pet seems comfortable in its new backyard, then short walks around the neighborhood should come next, followed by longer walks and introductions to local parks, car rides, and faraway places. 

· Your new dog should have a thorough veterinary visit within the first few days of adoption.  This is important for any new dog, but especially for new puppies.  Florida statute 828.29 helps protect consumers who are purchasing new pets—but only if these pets are diagnosed by a veterinarian.*

· When adopting a new puppy, it is important to wait until his/her entire vaccine series is completed before visiting places that other dogs frequent.  As fun as it is to go to places like pet stores and dog parks with your new baby, his/her immune system is very fragile. Before the vaccinations are complete, puppies are susceptible to viruses and may even be harboring diseases themselves (like intestinal parasites) that they could pass to other dogs. 

· Housetraining, obedience, and socialization training are also key to having a lasting positive relationship with your pet. Remember that physical punishment is NEVER an appropriate way to build trust with a new dog. If you are having trouble training and socializing your dog, we offer obedience classes, counseling and support. 

Kitty Craze- Making room for your new “roommate” 

Cats make the best companions, but their needs are often misunderstood. Many people think cats are solitary creatures that can entertain themselves.  The truth is they are highly social and need just as much interaction and enrichment as a dog.  Below are some tips to help your new kitty adjust to your home.

· When bringing your new cat home for the first time, do not just let him/her loose in the entire house freely. This may be overwhelming for your cat and it may find a hiding spot and not emerge for days.  Instead, introduce your new cat to one room at a time.  This will allow him/her to acclimate comfortably to the new surroundings. 

· Using the product “Feliway” can help calm your new cat.  This product is a soothing facial pheromone that only cats can smell and it helps to put them at ease.  If you are interesting in learning more, please ask us!

· The food and litter should be something that your cat is already familiar with.  Try to use the same brands as the cat has been accustomed to before switching to something new.  Place the litter box in a separate area than the food in a quiet place. Additionally, be sure you have enough litter boxes to accommodate the cats in your home. A good rule is to have one litter box per cat and then add one extra box to the total. 

· When introducing your new cat to existing pets do so slowly—with short interactions only.  Do not hold or confine your pets during these meetings but allow them to sniff each other and have the ability to get away from one another if needed. The introduction process should be gradual—do not be surprised if it takes weeks to months for your cat to accept its housemates. 

· Always have plenty of environmental enrichment available to your cat—especially if it will be a 100% indoor pet.  Interesting toys, scratching posts, and high perches to sit on are important to keeping the relationship with your cat healthy.  Cats that are unhappy and bored are much more likely to display unwanted behavior problems. 

Whether you are adopting a new cat, or a new dog, the experience is exciting and at times a little stressful.  Please contact us at any time with questions about your new pets.  Our veterinarians and staff are available to advise you before, during and after your new pet purchase or adoption process. Please contact us at 284-0087.
* For more details about pet consumer protection, please see the “Pet Law” at Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services, Department of Animal Industry:

http://www.freshfromflorida.com/ai/main/pet_main.shtml

Please remember to give monthly

Heartworm prevention.


Plantation Animal Hospital

7165 Highway 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

www.plantationanimalhospital.net
904-284-0087
