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New Clients

We wanted to take the time to welcome the following new patients to our practice:
“Daisy” LaBelle
“Ayami” Ward
“Murphy”, “Margie”, & “Asah” Coon

“Chewy” Austin
“Taco” Farris

“Matisse” McDonald
“Aurora” Braget
“Zar” Wells

“Gracie Ann” Shumaker
“Dolly” Lamond
“Zoey” Gross

“Daisy” Womack

“Abby” Saling
“Roxie” McCoy
“Heidi” & “Cosita” Byrd
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Have you heard?

We are now open on Sundays
from 9 a.m. until noon

for appointments and walk-ins!
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Make your pet’s breath kissable fresh! 
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$20 off dentals done in the month of February.  

More pets = more savings:  $50 off two pets!
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New puppies and kittens are so much fun, but often owners have questions about getting them spayed or neutered.  Below is a list of frequently asked questions answered by our doctors!
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Why should I spay or neuter my pet?

Aside from the obvious benefit of preventing pregnancy, there are many other reasons to spay or neuter.  

In female pets, spaying before the first heat cycle reduces the risk of mammary tumors.  It also eliminates the risk of a very serious and life threatening condition called “pyometra.”  Pyometra usually occurs in older mature female dogs and cats that have recently passed a heat cycle. The uterus becomes infected and without emergency surgery and hospital care, the patient could die. 

In males, neutering before sexual maturity eliminates the risk of testicular cancer. In addition, being neutered also reduces the risk of prostate disease.  When mature male dogs are left intact, testosterone produced by the testes may cause the prostate to enlarge. If the prostate tissue enlarges too much, it can prevent the dog from urinating and defecating normally—which in some cases can be an emergency. Neutering eliminates testosterone influence and prevents this from occurring.

In addition to these medical benefits, there are numerous behavioral benefits to owning a spayed or neutered pet.  Eliminating the influence of sex hormones decreases the urge to urine mark, stray from home, and display other undesirable behaviors.
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At what age should my pet be spayed or neutered?

For females, we recommend spaying before the first heat cycle which is 4-6 months in a cat, and 6-8 months in a dog.  Most cats and dogs can be safely spayed or neutered around 6 months of age.  However, giant breed dogs may take longer to mature.  If you have a giant breed dog, please speak with a veterinarian to find out when would be the optimal time to spay or neuter. 
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What is removed during a spay or neuter surgery?

In a female, both ovaries and the uterine body are removed. For the male, both testicles and part of the attached spermatic cord are removed. 

How long will my pet be hospitalized?

Routine spays and neuters recover rather quickly and are sent home the same day.  Before leaving, you will receive at-home care instructions and answers to any questions you may have.


Will he/she have stitches?

Yes, but often the surgeon will bury the stitches under the skin where you will not see them.  In these cases, the stitches dissolve on their own so you will not have to return to have them removed.

What if my female pet is pregnant or in heat?

It is still possible to spay a dog or cat that is in heat, but the procedure may take a little more time and has a little more risk involved.  When the pet is in heat, the tissue is normally enlarged and blood vessels that are attached to the uterus and ovaries are swollen.  It takes a little more time and care to work around these vessels. This is why there is sometimes an extra charge for spaying a pet in heat. 

Although it’s possible to spay a pregnant animal, depending on how close to term the animal is it may not be advised.  If you suspect your pet is pregnant, please let the doctor know so we can discuss the surgery.


Will it change my pet’s personality to be spayed or neutered?

Not significantly. The only thing that will change will be the behavior the pet displays while in heat. Occasionally spaying or neutering can slow down the metabolism, if you notice your pet gaining weight after being spayed or neutered please consult us about how much it should be fed.  


Will it hurt my pet’s health to be spayed or neutered at a young age?

There is still controversy in the veterinary community about the risks/benefits to spaying and neutering at a very young age—especially in regard to dogs.  If you adopted your pet from a shelter, chances are it was already spayed or neutered and may have had the surgery well before it reached 6 months of age.  Most of the time, you will never notice any difference between your pet and other people’s pets that were spayed or neutered later. 


What should I know about low cost spay/neuter programs?

Low cost spay and neuter programs are designed with wonderful intentions and serve a great need in our community.  Generally they are staffed with competent and caring people who do good work. However, before deciding to “go over there” for a spay or neuter, you should understand that your pet will receive a different type of level of care at a low cost facility than it will at Plantation Animal Hospital.  In a low cost clinic, your pet will be one of ten to twenty or more animals on the list for surgery that day, instead of being one of two or three surgery patients that morning. At a low cost facility, your pet may not receive a full pre-operative exam by a doctor.  Additionally, he/she may or may not have pre-anesthetic blood work done and generally will not have an IV catheter placed (which is important to have in an anesthetic emergency). Your pet may not be monitored with a technician right next to him/her throughout the surgery and recovery. In addition, Plantation Animal Hospital uses up to date equipment such as an EKG, pulse oximeter, blood pressure monitor, respiratory monitor and more which may not be available other places. 
Please remember to give monthly

Heartworm prevention.


Plantation Animal Hospital

7165 Highway 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

www.plantationanimalhospital.net
904-284-0087

