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New Clients
We wanted to take the time to welcome the following new patients to our practice:

“Stella” Hamilton

“Clifford” Bellottie

“Timmy” LaDisa

“Rudy” Garcia

“Turbo” Allen


“Star” Wentworth

“Maggie” Gardner

“Whiskers” McKinley
“Star” Giner

“Winnie” Litton

“Buddy” Bush

“Haley” & “Kobe” Janbaz

“Dove” Boulay

“Abbie” Thomas

“Meaty” & “Roxy” Olson

“Scooter” Merritt

“Ginger” Zavala

“T-Roy” & “Pepe” Davenport

“Isabella” Garcia

“Harley” Smythe

“Makena” & “Mack” Allen

“Charlie” Batten

“Pup” Medley


“Sonny” Phillips

“Echo Queso” Jones
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August and September bring a flood of great deals!
As Floridians, we know how to prepare for hurricane season all too well. But we also need to remember to prepare our pets.  Even indoor-only pets are at risk of being displaced during an unpredictable natural disaster. That is why during the months of August and September we are featuring our state of the art dental services with a special deal for hurricane season. With every dental we do, we will offer a free microchip placement and registration ($33 value).  If your pet already has a microchip, please ask us for additional details about our dental deals. 

How to keep your dog’s breath clean and fresh!                 [image: image3.wmf]
In between teeth cleanings, there are a lot of things owners can do at home to take care of their dog’s teeth.  

# 1 BRUSHING  - BEST!!

As we all know, brushing teeth is essential in helping keep teeth healthy and clean, and dogs are no exception. The bristles on the toothbrush are able to reach in between teeth and under the gums to pick up tiny pieces of food. Human toothbrushes can be used on animals, but may not have the right contour for their teeth.  It is helpful to buy a toothbrush that is made for pets.  Additionally, you should never use human toothpaste on an animal as these toothpastes contain chemicals that cause suds which should not be swallowed in large amounts. There are many toothpastes available that do not have suds and are flavored in a way dogs like. In order to get dogs used to having their teeth brushed, you should try brushing without any toothpaste at first and then add toothpaste after the dog has accepted the brush. It is not necessary to brush the inside of the dog’s teeth— by sticking to the outside you will remove most of the plaque and the dog’s saliva will distribute the toothpaste around the whole tooth. 
# 2 DENTAL RINSES AND WIPES - BETTER

There are many different types of dental rinses and wipes available. These products are the “next best thing” to brushing as they do eliminate plaque from the surface of the tooth.  However, they do not get rid of the food particles that get stuck in the crevices of the gums and teeth. 

# 3 DENTAL CHEWS - GOOD

If daily brushing or rinsing is impossible, using an appropriate dental chew is the next option.  Dental chews can be very effective at preventing tartar build-up, although they do not work as well as brushing or rinsing. Not all dental chews are alike, and some products work better than others.  Please ask us if you are interested in dental chews and we can recommend a good product. Regular chew toys (bones, pig ears, etc.) can have some benefit, but should be used with caution in dogs with diseased teeth or sensitive stomachs. If you are unsure if a chew toy is appropriate or safe, please ask and we will be happy to help you!
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Thank you for choosing Plantation Animal Hospital and we look forward to seeing you again soon!

Plantation Animal Hospital
7165 Highway 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

www.plantationanimalhospital.net
904-284-0087
Kitty Cavities





As most cat owners can attest, opening a cat’s mouth is difficult, so the idea of brushing their teeth seems nearly impossible.  Because cats can be so uncooperative about home dental care, it is important for them to have their teeth cleaned regularly. Cats can develop very serious problems with their teeth and gums that are difficult to detect from the surface. Cats use their teeth to rip and not to chew, and most cats even swallow their food whole. Because of this, they may not exhibit signs of oral pain when they eat.  





One of the most common problems we see in cats is a type of cavity called a “resorptive lesion.” You may also see these cavities referred to as FORLs (feline odontoclastic resorptive lesions). 
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Over 50% of cats over the age of three will have one or more resorptive lesions. These cavities often form below the gum and can be difficult to see without dental x rays.  They commonly form on the enamel of the tooth and erode away at the enamel.  In order to protect the tooth, gum grows down to cover over the hole.  If left untreated, the root of the tooth breaks down causing the enamel and most of the tooth to become ruined. Eventually bone replaces the tooth and the tooth disappears entirely. During this process, these cavities are very painful.  Many times by the time we see them, affected teeth have to be removed.  Regular dental cleaning can not only help prevent cavities from forming, but can also help us detect them early, before they cause the cat significant pain.  Please consider scheduling a dental cleaning for your cat each year so that you can keep his or her teeth healthy!
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